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Pneumatology-The Spirit-Filled life of the Believer
)Lesson #
   8
Lesson Commenced: ____________________ Lesson Completed: ____________________

*The term “be filled with the Spirit” is a Bible term. It is very Scriptural and very necessary.

[bookmark: _Hlk516232844]“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; b _ _ b _ f _ _ _ _ _ w _ _ _ t _ _ S _ _ _ _ _;” Ephesians 5:17, 18

* This study is going to deal with the “Spirit-filled” life of the “believer.” Notice the italics in the previous sentence. According to the Bible, the only ones that can be “Spirit-filled” are the persons that “already have” the Holy Ghost abiding in them, “a believer.” A believer that is sealed already.

“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first t _ _ _ _ _ _ i _ C _ _ _ _ _. In whom y _ a _ _ _ t _ _ _ _ _ _, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also a _ _ _ _ t _ _ _ y _ b _ _ _ _ _ _ _, y _ w _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ _ with that h _ _ _ S _ _ _ _ _ o _ 
p _ _ _ _ _ _, Which is t _ _ e _ _ _ _ _ _ of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” Ephesians 1:12-14

[image: ]* Now, note the progression in the verse above, 1. “heard the word of truth, the gospel,” 2. “ye also trusted,” 3. “after that ye believed,” 4. “ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”
We see then that the verse above is speaking to those that are believers and have been born-again. Neither verse above is speaking of an unbeliever or a Christ rejecter.

* Truth: No unsaved person that rejects, disbelieves, and distrusts in Jesus Christ after hearing the word of truth (the Gospel of salvation) has the Holy Ghost abiding in them. They might have “a spirit” in them, but it is not “the Spirit” dwelling in them.

“E _ _ _ _ _ _ y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, whether ye b _ i _ t _ _ f _ _ _ _; prove your ownselves. Know ye not your own selves, how that J _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ i _ i _ y _ _, except y _ b _
 r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _?” 2 Corinthians 13:5

“But t _ _ a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ which ye h _ _ _ r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of him a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ i _ y _ _, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and i _ t _ _ _ _, and i _ n _ l _ _, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” 1 John 2:27

“Wherefore I give you to understand, that n _ m _ _ speaking b _ t _ _ S _ _ _ _ _ o _ G _ _ calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, b _ _ b _ t _ _ H _ _ _
G _ _ _ _.” 1 Corinthians 12:3
* When we are born again is when the Holy Ghost comes and indwells our bodies, and we are sealed with Him until the day of redemption. Ephesians 4:30 He will never leave us for any reason, at any time. Hebrews 13:5 Being “sealed with the Holy Ghost” and “being filled with the Holy Ghost” are two entirely different things. This is very important to distinguish between because of all the lies being taught today about “what is” being “filled with the Spirit.” There are some that teach that you cannot be saved until you are filled with the spirit. Is this truth? There are some that say the evidence of being filled with the Spirit is the ability to speak in an unknown tongue. Is this truth? There are some that say the filling of the Holy Spirit is the ability to handle poisonous serpents, or to role around on the ground and make strange noises and slobber all over yourself. Is that truth? What does the Bible say? Not, what do we want the Bible to say, but what does “it say.”

* Truth: No unsaved person that rejects, disbelieves, and distrusts in Jesus Christ after hearing the word of God can “be filled with the Spirit.” They might be filled with “a spirit” but they are not filled with “the Spirit.”

* Truth: Only persons that have accepted, believed, and trusted in Jesus Christ after hearing the word of God (the gospel of salvation), and already have the Holy Ghost abiding in them can “be filled with the Spirit.”

* When a person is saved he receives a justified position and is declared to be righteous. This should be followed by a consecrated life solemnly dedicated to and set apart for the Lord. The Lord’s ownership of our lives should be acknowledged.

“What? know ye not that y _ _ _ b _ _ _ i _ t _ _ t _ _ _ _ _ o _ t _ _ H _ _ _ G _ _ _ _ which is 
i _ y _ _, which ye have of God, and y _ a _ _ n _ _ y _ _ _ o _ _? For y _ a _ _ b _ _ _ _ _with _ p _ _ _ _: therefore glorify God i _ y _ _ _ b _ _ _, and i _ y _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ _, which a _ _ God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20
[image: ]
We have been redeemed. We are bond slaves. We belong to the Lord. We now should yield our lives and wills to the Lord, and this should be followed by the “emptied life,” when we cast aside evil and selfishness.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that y _ p _ _ _ _ _ _ your bodies a 
l _ _ _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, h _ _ _, a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ unto God, which is y _ _ _
 r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ _ _. And b _ n _ _ conformed to this world: but b _ y _
t _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ by t _ _ r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of y _ _ _ m _ _ _, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:1, 2


*Truth: Being “filled with the Spirit” is not only the work of the Holy Ghost but is also a practiced work of the born-again believer. Being “filled with the Spirit is not only a “filling,” but also a “emptying.” It is not only a “doing” but an “undoing.”

* Truth: Being “filled with the Spirit” is something that takes place after Salvation and is in no way whatsoever affiliated with or part of being saved from hell. Salvation is in the past when a child of God begins to be “filled with the Spirit.”

[image: ]* Turning over a new leaf is fine and re-forming ourselves and making new years resolutions is all fine. Blabbubdy, Blubbudy, Blah, Blah, Blah! We should be respectable, moral citizens. But that is not salvation, nor is it being “filled with the Spirit.” Being filled with the Spirit is just what it says. It takes the power of God the Holy Ghost and your weakness to accomplish. The “emptied life” is not the saved life unless the righteousness of Jesus Christ has been imputed to the sinner, and his standing in the Lord is that of sinless perfection. The “Christian” must be filled with the Spirit. It is commanded!

* Truth: There is no place in the entire New Testament where a command is given to be “baptized with the Spirit” (because every believer was baptized with the Spirit when he received Christ, next lesson, Take it easy!). The commandment is, after salvation, and after the Holy Ghost has come in you to dwell, and after the Holy Ghost has put you in the body of Christ, “Be filled with the Spirit.” 
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* Truth: Being “filled with the Spirit” is the depth of a Christians willingness to deny themselves and to allow God the Holy Ghost to control them.

After conversion, the believer is complete in Jesus Christ.

“For i _ h _ _ dwelleth a _ _ t _ _ f _ _ _ _ _ _ of the Godhead bodily. And y _ a _ _
c _ _ _ _ _ _ _ i _ h _ _, which is the head of all principality and power:” Colossians 2:9, 10

You are complete in Jesus Christ when you receive Him, and He is all you need

“Now the L _ _ _ i _ t _ _ _ S _ _ _ _ _: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
2 Corinthians 3:17

“Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and h _ _ _ a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ u _, i _ G _ _; Who hath also s _ _ _ _ _ u_, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” 
2 Corinthians 1:21, 22

* Truth: As we yield control of our lives, the Holy Ghost fills us more and more with Himself. Not quantity but quality. It is not that you receive more of the Holy Ghost, because at salvation you received all of the Holy Ghost you are going to get, but that you begin to take on the image of Christ and to become like the Holy Ghost. Holiness. Look what the Apostle Paul say’s.

“My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ b_ f _ _ _ _ _ i _ y _ _,” Galatians 4:19

* Truth: The Holy Ghost absolutely “resides” in every believer but being “filled with the Spirit” is whether or not the Holy Ghost “presides” in the believer.

* The term “filled with the Spirit” is not anything to fear for the believer. We are taught to pray for the filling of the Spirit.

“If ye then, being evil, know how to g _ _ _ g _ _ _ g _ _ _ _ unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father g _ _ _ t _ _ H _ _ _ S _ _ _ _ _ to t _ _ _ t _ _ _ a _ _ him?” Luke 11:13

* Luke was written long after Pentecost. Pentecost spoke of the indwelling Christ, while the verse above pleads for the filling and fulness of the Holy Ghost. When you were saved, God justified you, but surrendering to the Holy Ghost in His leadership for your life may be, as they say, “a horse of a different color.”

* A lot of times the crisis in a man’s life is not when he receives Jesus Christ, but when he comes to a place after he is saved where the Holy Ghost brings him to a point of surrender, so that he will submit his will to God’s will. The most dangerous place in the experience of a child of God is the matter of the submission of the will because no one would like to have control over his will more than Satan. Therefore, the most dangerous time in a Christian’s life comes after he is saved. 1 Peter 5:8-11

* Every believer now has the Holy Ghost, but the Holy Ghost does not control every believer. The believer still has this stubborn, rebellious will and his old nature. He may or may not pray. He may or may not give. He may or may not witness. He may or may not surrender. The born-again child of God can obey or resist or grieve the Holy Ghost. The crowning act of faith is for the believer to give up his life to the Holy Ghost.

* Truth: The filling of the Holy Ghost is received when the believer consciously recognizes the Holy Ghost as being in full control of his life, completely governing every detail and thankful for it.

* Truth: The Holy Ghost will not lead a believer contrary to what He has said in the word that He inspired and preserved. He has not taught anywhere that speaking in an unknown tongue is a sign of the baptism of the Holy Ghost. These are things taught by “another spirit.”

“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
 s _ _ _ _ _ b _ c _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive a _ _ _ _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ _, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4

* Every believer in Jesus Christ needs the filling of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost’s filling is for Apostles, teachers, preachers, fathers, mothers, young people, laborers, bricklayers, contractors, truck drivers, ditch diggers, and dish washers. Every Christian needs the filling of the Holy Ghost for his own benefit, in order to be the best possible Christian. You cannot obtain the Lord’s will or His blessing regarding character and service without it. The filling of the Holy Ghost is an individual blessing, and it is a blessing to your community, because when men are Spirit-filled, the devilment in the community is put down.

* When a believer is Spirit-filled it will cause him to somehow be a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. He will witness somehow of the crucifixion. The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the gospel that the Holy Ghost came to testify of in this age.

“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, h _ s _ _ _ _ t _ _ _ _ _ _ o _ m _: And y _ a _ _ _ shall b _ _ _ w _ _ _ _ _ _, because ye have been with me from the beginning.” John 15:26, 27

* The Holy Ghost illuminates our minds, warms our affections, purges our consciences, and energizes our will until we surrender, and He is able to keep us surrendered to the Lord Jesus Christ.

[image: ]* Our Christian walk is two-fold. One, it is Godward. Two, it is outward to our fellow man. We cannot be effective witnesses unless we are “filled with the Spirit.” Doing the work of the Lord in the energy of the flesh can only lead to disappointment and failure. The Spirit-filled believer, living the crucified life in relation to the world, is the effective means (in the Lords hands) to convict and convince sinners.

* The secret to being filled with the Holy Ghost is surrendering our wills, bodies, possessions, and every aspect of our lives to His control, and praying and asking God to fill us with the Holy Ghost. We are to pray and to ask God to fill us with the Holy Ghost, and as we do this, we are to yield to the Holy Ghosts work in our lives.


Example: Imagine a sealed glass jar with some water in it. If you heat that jar, the water will turn into steam, and will fill the jar. You are not filled just because the Holy Ghost is in you. You are sealed. The Holy Ghost entered you when you got saved. The Lord put on the lid and screwed it down so tight that grandma couldn’t get it open, but you are not “filled” unless that water in there (a picture of the water of life, the Holy Ghost) fills the vessel. The Holy Spirit is in you if you are saved, but He does not necessarily “fill you” unless your vessel is yielded to Him.

One New Years Day, in the Tournament of Roses parade, a beautiful float suddenly sputtered and quit. It was out of gas. The whole parade was held up until someone could get a can of gas. The amusing thing was this float represented the Standard Oil Company. With its vast oil resources, it’s truck was out of gas. Even though Christians have the Creator Himself living in them in the person of the Holy Ghost, and all the resources of the Godhead available to them, we still must be “filled with the Spirit” to give glory to the one we are showing off.
 Our Lord Jesus Christ

“But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 10:17

Some results of being “filled with the Spirit”

1. Power to witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.

“But y _ s _ _ _ _ r _ _ _ _ _ _ p _ _ _ _, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and y _ s _ _ _ _ b _ w _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ u _ _ _ m _ both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 1:8

The first result of the Spirit-filled Christian is that he will open his mouth and testify for the Lord Jesus Christ. He cannot help but, somehow, some way, tell about the One that has saved him.

2. Enables the Christian to speak the word of God with boldness.

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all f _ _ _ _ _ with t _ _ H _ _ _ G _ _ _ _, and t _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ the w _ _ _ o _ G _ _ with b _ _ _ _ _ _ _.” Acts 4:31

[image: ]Notice in the above Scripture when they are “filled with the Spirit” nobody talks with unknown tongues, tongues, or other tongues.

3. The Christian has power to lead the victorious life.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a n _ _ c _ _ _ _ _ _ _: old things are passed away; behold, a _ _ t _ _ _ _ _ are b _ _ _ _ _ n _ _. 2 Corinthians 5:17


“I am crucified with Christ: neverthless I live; yet n _ _ I, but C _ _ _ _ _ l _ _ _ _ _ i _ 
m _: and the life which I now live in the flesh _ l _ _ _ b _ t _ _ f _ _ _ _ of t _ _ S _ _
 o _ G _ _, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20
[bookmark: _Hlk516228272]
4. The Christian bear’s spiritual fruit.

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except y _ a _ _ _ _ i _ m _. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same b _ _ _ _ _ _ _ f _ _ _ _ m _ _ _ f _ _ _ _: for without me ye can do nothing.” John 15:4, 5

5. The Christian will have joy and peace.

“Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for t _ _ j _ _ o _ t _ _ L _ _ _ i _ y _ _ _ s _ _ _ _ _ _ _.” Nehemiah 8:10


“P _ _ _ _ I leave with you, m _ p _ _ _ _ I g _ _ _ u _ _ _ y _ _: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27

There is no joy or peace in this life outside of the Lord. All is vanity and temporary.

“There is n _ p _ _ _ _, saith the LORD, u _ _ _ t _ _ w _ _ _ _ _.” Isaiah 48:22

6. A child of God will enjoy the Bible as a result of being Spirit-filled.

“How s _ _ _ _ a _ _ t _ _ w _ _ _ _ unto m _ t _ _ _ _! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” Psalms 119:103

“T _ _ w _ _ _ _ were found, and _ d _ _ e _ _ t _ _ _; and t _ _ w _ _ _ was u _ _ _ m _ the j _ _ and r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of m _ _ _ h _ _ _ _: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.” Jeremiah 15:16
[image: ]
What would we do without His word? Fade away, shrivel up, with no hope. Thank the Lord for His word.

7. A Christian will enjoy salvation.

“Whom having not seen, y _ l _ _ _; in whom, though now ye see him not, y _ _
 b _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, ye r _ _ _ _ _ _ with j _ _ u _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and f _ _ _ o _ g _ _ _ _: Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” 1 Peter 1:8, 9
Isn’t it good to have hope in this life, and through death and into eternity? Hallelujah!

8. A Spirit-filled believer will look forward to heaven and enjoy the Lord.

“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the t _ _ _ _ _ w _ _ _ _ G _ _ h _ _ _ p _ _ _ _ _ _ _ f _ _ t _ _ _ t _ _ _ l _ _ _ 
h _ _. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10

“Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, b _ w _ _ _ m _ w _ _ _ _ I a _; that t _ _ _ m _ _ b _ _ _ _ _ m _ g _ _ _ _, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” John 17:24

9. A result of being Spirit-filled will be God’s love and Christs love developing in the believer.

“But whoso keepeth his word, i _ h _ _ verily i _ t _ _ l _ _ _ o _ G _ _ p _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _: hereby know we that we are in him.” 1 John 2:5

* The Holy Ghost quickens the intellect, affections, and personality. He makes the Christian “over” after he is saved, makes him a new man, changes his face, his fortune, fixes him up, and equips him for service.  

* Truth: The filling of the Holy Ghost is the secret of abiding in God’s love, obeying God, and trusting in what God said. It is the Holy Ghost that leads a man to have a God-honoring trust in the word of God.

In closing, we should understand that we are not reservoirs’ but channels. We must overflow. Blessings must flow out of us. It is not enough for us to receive the Lord Jesus Christ and have the blessed Holy Ghost indwelling our bodies, but there should be an overflowing coming out of us that deals with other people and guides them to God.
[image: ]
Conversion first, then filling, then overflowing. What a beautiful arrangement. The Lord is so smart. Praise Him! Thank you for honoring the Lord and studying His word.

The Spirit-filled life of the Believer

“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; b _ _ b _ f _ _ _ _ _ w _ _ _ t _ _ S _ _ _ _ _;” Ephesians 5:17, 18
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